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2020 Annual Meeting Information
Annual Meeting of Lake Carroll Association
Sunday, December 6th via Zoom
Registration starts at 12:30 PM
Meeting starting at 1:00 PM
The Annual Meeting will take place via Zoom this year. Registration will be required.
Please use the link below to register anytime before the start time of the meeting. You
must register in advance and provide your First Name, Last Name AND section and lot,
along with your email. After your last name, just enter your section/lot number. (Jones
15/18)
LCA Annual Meeting. Zoom meeting registration.
When: Dec 6, 2020 12:30 PM Central Time (US and Canada)
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZItde-orzIiG9XhXbsQO-8FcNyv1V_fRqqh
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about
joining the meeting. You can register anytime before the start of the meeting.
We will be using a waiting room to verify members prior to entering the meeting.
Basically, an electronic sign in sheet. Please use the same device that you register on so
your name and section and lot will appear.
Please have your proxy card in by the start of the meeting. The Administration office
will be open on Saturday from 9:00am-1:00pm and on Sunday from 11:30am-1:00pm
If you wish to change your vote, or have not voted, you can print out and complete the
Proxy Card. Take a photo of the completed card and text to 815-291-2009 prior to the
start of the Annual Meeting at 1:00 PM. Any proxies received after the start of the
Annual Meeting will not be counted.
Click here for the agenda for the Annual Meeting
Click here for the minutes of the 2019 Annual Meeting

Admin Office Closed:
12/25, 12/26, 1/1 & 1/2
Pool Closed: 12/25
Pool Open 7am-10am Adult Only
Christmas Eve & New Years Eve
Pool OPEN New Year’s Day

Follow these links for access to the
Board Minutes of 10/22/2020
Board Video 11/19/2020

Board Meeting Information
Sunday, December 6th at 2:00 PM via Zoom (following the Annual Meeting)
Time: Dec 6, 2020 02:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82376417242?pwd=US9ya2FUbG1ieG8xL0xCWjMyek9P
QT09
Meeting ID: 823 7641 7242
Passcode: 436042
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,82376417242# US (Chicago)
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OFFICE DIRECTORY

Winter Fencing

As the weather turns colder and members begin to
put up their fencing to protect their trees and shrubs
over the winter, as well as snow fencing, we would
like to remind you the color is limited to galvanized
steel, black, or green. No orange or iridescent
colored fencing is allowed.
If you have any questions, please contact the
Building
Inspector,
Doug
Rominski,
at
dougr@golakecarroll.com.

110 Cindy Lemm
Front Desk Associate
111 Donna Beyer
Communications Director
112 Dick Schwalbenberg
General Manager
113 Lisa Vanderheyden
Finance/HR Director
114 Mary VanRaden
Accounts Receivable
115 Sara Ashby
Marketing Manager
117 Michelle Burton
Office Mgr/Owner Liaison
118 Luke Fossett
Security Supervisor
119 Joyce Stadel
Finance Assistant
120 Claire Smunt
Front Desk Associate

DIRECT DIAL

Don Aleksy, Facilities Dir
…………………...815.291.2898
Donna Aleksy, Recreation Dir
…………………...815.499.5425
Sarah Heckman, Events Coordntr
…………………...815.291.9298
Dee Kuhlemeier, Clubhouse Mgr
…………………...815.821.5297
Doug Rominski, Building Insp
…………………...815.821.5296
Joe Rush, Lake Manager
…………………...815.297.5637
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Lake Carroll
2020 Board of Directors
President
Tom Bogusevic
tomb@golakecarroll.com
Cell: 708.269.2137
Vice President
Alan Cazzato
acazzato@sbcglobal.net
Cell: 312.446.2950
Secretary
Cliff Mortenson
Cjmort1@aol.com
Cell: 630.768.0454
Board Treasurer
Steve Mack
Steve@MackTracks.com
Phone: 847.657.6600 x106
Board Director
Betty Carrubba
bettycarrubba@comcast.net
Cell: 847.903.3681
Board Director
Steve Daugherty
sdaugherty@currenttech.net
Cell: 630.546.2303

EMERGENCY &
LAW ENFORCEMENT

Board Director
Ryan FitzSimmons
fitzsir@icloud.com
Cell: 847.772.7883

Association Business Hours

Lake Carroll
2020

Carroll Co. Sheriff
…………………...815.244.2635
Emergency………………….. 911
LC Security………..815.275.6122
Monday-Friday
8:00am-12:00pm
12:30pm-4:30pm
Saturday
9:00am-1:00pm

LCA AMENITIES, FACILITIES,
& SERVICES STATUS
OPEN
Aquatic Complex - Indoor Pool
Campground
Golf Course & Pro Shop
Lake
Lodge / Library / Fitness Center
Tennis Courts
Trail System
CLOSED
Campground Shower House & Hook-Ups
West Marina - All services and facilities
Clubhouse

Standing
Committee
A&E
By-Laws
Campground
Clubhouse
Finance
Golf Course
Infrastructure
Lake & LIP
Marketing
Recreation
Safety
Steering
Wildlife

Board
Liaisons
Cliff Mortenson
Ryan FitzSimmons
Tom Bogusevic
Betty Carrubba
Steve Mack
Tom Bogusevic
Cliff Mortenson
Ryan FitzSimmons
Alan Cazzato
Betty Carrubba
Steve Daugherty
Steve Mack
Alan Cazzato
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Annual Lake Drawdown Delay
By Joe Rush, Lake Manager
The annual winter lake drawdown continues to be delayed as we are awaiting an inspection
of our valve by engineers and the valve manufacturer. The inspection was coordinated for
Monday, November 31st, but due to high winds and unsafe conditions for the scuba diving
team, the inspection was delayed. Based on next available schedule for the divers, engineers,
and manufacturer, we plan to perform the inspection on December 10th or 11th.
To recap when trying to preform the originally scheduled annual valve exercise and lowering of the lake for
winter drawdown, the valve was stiffer than normal during operation and required more force than normal to
open. This caused concern for us to continue the process, and therefore, we closed the valve before it was fully
opened. With the valve closed, we were not able to perform our annual lake drawdown to allow for fall shoreline
work. We are coordinating with engineers, the valve manufacturer, and divers to install a bulkhead (stops water
flow to the intake going to the valve) and perform an inspection of the valve structure before it can be exercised
again. Once the bulkhead is installed, the manufacturer and the engineers will perform an inspection and
exercising of the valve and determine our path forward at that time. We will continue to keep you updated on
information once the inspections are competed. Please understand that this is a cautionary measure to ensure there
are no serious issues with the valve, and the valve is currently CLOSED. If the valve is damaged, it can be safely
removed and sent for rehabilitation / repairs.
For homeowners requiring work at the shoreline, you are still allowed to perform your work. If the inspection
provides positive information that would allow the valve to be opened, then we will plan to lower the lake in
accordance with our current policy that allows a second opening before December 15th.
We will continue to keep you informed, and if you have questions please reach out to the lake manager by
calling 815-297-5637 or emailing at jrush@golakecarroll.com.

New Handicap Dock at East Marina
A Fishing Club Project
Well, here's the finished product! It looks great! This was
a very worthwhile project sponsored by the Fishing Club
members who can take pride in having supported its
construction. There are a lot of people to thank for the
successful completion of this handicap accessible fishing
pier. The Fishing Club board - Jim Richards, Mike
Bykowski, Jim Yenney & Ken Sandy. They were short
handed this year with only four members, but they kept
moving forward. Steve Nilles for the architectural design

recognized the need for this fishing pier and put forth the
idea to the Fishing Club. Mike Bykowski for countless
hours spent on this project and for making sure we
reached the finish line. Great job, to everyone. This kind
of hard work and dedication for the greater good is what
continues to make Lake Carroll such a wonderful
community.

and redesign changes. Don Aleksy and his
team for their support throughout the project.
Lou Baier (LTB Construction) for his expert
building skills and efficient construction
schedule. Spahn & Rose for all the time spent
calculating the supplies we needed to buy. All
the Fishing Club members and friends who
donated time, materials, money, services and
support for this endeavor. Fred Reddies, who
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Security Notes

By Luke Fossett, Security Supervisor
Lake Carroll Security
can be reached
24/7 at 815.275.6122

Security Stats for October 2020:
House Checks - 2899
Vehicles Checked - 268
Amenity Checks –919
Deliveries - 66
Service Calls - 274
Assist Motorists - 3
Complaints - 14
Alarms - 3
Ambulance Calls - 7
I hope you and your family are having, and will
continue to have a joyous and safe holiday season.
RESIDENTIAL INSPECTION
You may want to consider utilizing the Residential
Inspection / Low Temperature Light Program the Security
Department offers. Several homes have experienced major
water damage during the harsh winter months. I have seen
the devastation water can cause to homes with a broken
water pipe; this program is something to consider. Simply
click here to log on and access the document or visit our
website and navigate to Members > Documents and scroll
down to Security Information & Forms.
WINTER PREPAREDNESS
Its wintertime please take the time to look over the
Illinois Emergency management winter preparedness
guide
that
is
located
https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/
winter_storm_preparedness_guidebook.pdf
I have put together some local numbers and distance to
each; Click here for the list.
When there are issues with the landline phones call the
direct security cellphone number (815) 275-6122. It may
be a good idea to use this number as a security contact and
have it saved in your phone. Lake Carroll upgraded the
phone service at the Association office. When you call the
office number you may choose to push number 4 to be
forwarded to security. Please be aware that when security
receives this call, it will not show the number you are
calling from. There have been a few instances where this
has hindered the officer being able to update the subject
that called security.
WINTER ROADS
When the snow flies at Lake Carroll, please slow down
while driving. Many times, our roads will not be
completely clear of snow and ice like the highways
outside of Lake Carroll. Our roads receive much less
traffic than the highways and the lack of traffic causes a
longer time for our roads to clear up completely. When a
significant snowstorm hits Lake Carroll and you do not
need to travel, please stay home to give our maintenance
department time to clear the roads properly before
venturing out. Also, allow our snowplows plenty of room
while clearing snow, as many times their vision is
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impaired due to the snow. Let’s have a safe winter
driving season.
ICE SAFETY
Several years ago, a tragedy occurred in Sabula Iowa on
Sabula Lake located about 20 miles west of Lake Carroll.
Two ice fishermen fell through the ice; only one was
rescued. If you are an ice fisherman, please use extreme
caution when heading out onto the frozen lake. Reminder:
Use of the frozen lake surface is at the operator’s own
risk.
DOGS MUST BE LEASHED
We are still having issues with dogs that are not leashed.
The Rules and Regulations clearly state in 50.06 (H)(1),
(2), and (3) that dogs always need to be leashed when not
on your property. When a dog is on your property and
leaves your property for whatever reason and harasses or
intimidates other property owners who are trying to enjoy
their property or taking a walk, YOU are responsible for
that dog.
RULES & REGULATIONS
I would like to encourage everyone to view the Lake
Carroll Rules & Regulations. A couple minutes reviewing
the rules can make everyone’s experience more enjoyable
at Lake Carroll. Not knowing a rule is not an excuse to
violate one.
I would like to wish all the property owners and their
guests a safe and enjoyable fall season and DON’T’
FORGET YEILD TO YELLOW!!!
If you have any questions, complaints or compliments,
please feel free to contact me at (815) 493-2552 ext.118 or
email me at lfossett@golakecarroll.com.
If the Security Department can be of any assistance, we
may be contacted 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at (815)
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Neighborhood Watch

By Mike Siciliano, Neighborhood Watch Coordinator
Heading into our long winter season, especially during
the pandemic that doesn’t look like it’s ending anytime
soon we as a community must lift the spirits of our
friends and neighbors. Many full-time members are away
for the winter. As I have said in the past, this is really the
time that those of us who stay here at L/C need to step up
and look out for their neighbors.
Get in your cars, drive around the lake, and look out
for anything out of the ordinary or suspicious. An
example would be a vehicle in your neighbor’s driveway
and you know they are gone for the winter. A good idea
is to know your neighbors and if you feel close enough to
them, give them a spare key. I have many of my
neighbor’s keys. This helps if they have a red light heat
lamp on. It’s easy to go in and check their heat this helps
avoid freezing pipes and could save them a huge cost and
mess. While driving around please watch for these red
lights in the windows which mean there is a problem with
the heat in the house. Let security know at (815)2756122. Security can call the contact # that is recorded on
file. Below are some of the latest holiday scams:
Secret Sister Scam
The typical "Secret Sister" post starts with an invitation
on social media to get involved with a gift exchange.
According to the Better Business Bureau, the posts
often mention how nice it is to receive "happy mail," or
participating in the exchange for "the good of the
sisterhood." Users are asked to provide their name and
address, and information about a few friends. Then, the
user is asked to pass the message along by posting the
same invitation on their own social media account or
sending an email.
It sounds like a fun way to spread the holiday spirit
with strangers; however, the "exchange" is actually a
pyramid scheme. Pyramid schemes rely on recruiting
others-- in this case, gift-givers-- in order to keep the
scam afloat. Early sign-ons may actually receive some
return, but many victims end up buying and shipping
gifts to strangers without receiving the number of gifts
promised in return. Some Secret Sister scams promise
that participants will receive up to 36 gifts.
Fraudulent sites claiming to sell PPE
Scammers are targeting consumers desperate for
personal protective equipment (PPE), and they’re setting
up fraudulent websites to lure them in, a practice called
pharming.
Scammers are banking on a new wave of shoppers who
will start looking for face masks as travel starts to open
up. Protestors are likely looking to restock, too. The idea
with fake websites is that you place your order but never
get your shipment, and in the process, you share your

payment information with scammers.
Fake Freebies
From iPhones to cruises, the holidays are the time for
emails, text messages and social media posts that promise
free merchandise. Many of them are a ploy to install
malware once you click on a link for details. Others lead
to online surveys designed to steal personal information
for possible identity theft or to set you up as a future
target for scammers. Some bogus offers for freebies
require your credit card, saying it is necessary to cover
shipping costs or a deposit. That often leads to
unnecessary charges on your bill. Before taking the bait,
check the manufacturer’s or provider’s website. If the
offer isn’t touted there, assume it’s the work of thieves.
Think twice before downloading free holiday-themed
entertainment, screen savers or mobile apps. Some are
specifically designed to hack personal
information, passwords and files from your device.
Charity Cons
With the time for year-end tax write-offs approaching,
the season of giving is ripe with bogus charities —
especially for causes claiming to benefit police and
firefighters, military veterans, sick or needy children, or
victims of natural disasters. Ignore all email solicitations
unless you previously donated to the particular cause.
Watch for imitative words, such as "National" being
substituted for "American" in a well-known name. Unless
you dialed the call, don't provide a credit card number
over the phone. Before donating, verify an organization's
legitimacy at Charity Navigator or Give.org, or through
your state's agency that regulates charities.
Gift Cards
To prevent con artists from ripping you off when
buying a gift card, get the card from the retailer’s website
or from the store issuing it. The cards sold on display
racks at grocery stores and pharmacies may have been
tampered with. Thieves can open the packaging, copy the
numbers, scratch off the strip for the security code and
replace the card. Then they can cash in the card after
calling the issuer’s toll-free number to learn when it was
activated and for what amount. Avoid online auction
offers for gift cards.
App Traps
In another ruse, bogus apps available in Apple and
Android app stores mimic well-known retailers and
products — from Dollar Tree and Foot Locker to luxury
brands such as Jimmy Choo and Christian Dior. Some
contain malware that can steal personal information or
trigger ransomware to hijack mobile devices until a
ransom is paid, notes the New York Times. accounts.
Neighborhood continued pg 6
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Neighborhood Watch Continued
Before downloading, carefully check app logos and
descriptions for misspellings, missing letters (such as “Foot
Locke” without the “r”) or poor English, as many fakes
originate in China. Other red flags include poor or few
customer reviews, newly launched apps, or links to apps from
other retailers.
Survey Swindles
These unexpected emails, text messages and social media
posts promise a generous gift card, coupon or actual products
for sharing your opinions about planned purchases or a “recent
shopping experience.” But beware: Links that are supposed to
lead you to a survey often hide computer malware. And
“questions” about personal or financial information —
including bank and credit accounts for supposed reward
deposits — could be a setup for future identity theft or to get
you on scammer-shared sucker lists for future come-ons.
Before clicking on any link that looks like it's from a wellknown company, hover your computer mouse over the URL. If
the address doesn’t display the company’s name before the
".com," assume that it's a scam or possible malware — because
when legitimate vendors conduct surveys, they often lead back
to the company website.
When shopping this holiday season, please try to shop with a
friend or family members. Be aware of your surroundings
when walking to your vehicle. Have your car remote in hand
when walking to your car with only a quick touch to click on
the car alarm if needed,
Have a Happy and Safe Holiday season.
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Successful Lake Carroll
Food Drive
Thanks to the amazing generosity by Lake Carroll
members we were able to donate two full truck loads of
goods, plus nearly $1000.00 in cash to the ShannonLanark Food Pantry. Lake Carroll Board Member Cliff
Mortenson presented the food and other items to Deb
Foust, Chairperson on the Shannon-Lanark Food Pantry
on behalf of the members of Lake Carroll. Thank you to
everyone who donated and made this an success.

Lake Carroll
Bluebirds

By Tom and Jan Young (24-119)

It's a little unusual to
submit a bluebird article in
December because almost
all of them have headed
south for the winter. We just thought that it could be
possible that some of you might have a few hard to
shop for people on your Christmas list this year. For
only $25, you could give a nature loving friend or
relative, a three year membership to BAN which
includes a top of the line bluebird house with the
mounting pole, a welcome packet with all kinds of
bluebird information and a quarterly newsletter. It
would be the kind of gift that keeps on giving year after
year. We have all the materials right here.
For those not familiar with BAN (Bluebirds Across
Nebraska), it is a non-profit organization consisting of
all volunteers trying to help our native bluebirds
increase their population. If interested at all, please
don't hesitate to contact us at youngtjl@aol.com. We
can take care of everything you need. Your
membership is even tax deductible. Please consider it
because the bluebirds can always use your help.
Thanks.
Tom and Jan Young
24-119

www.fsbshannon-polo.com
Shannon (815)864-2111 | Polo (815) 946-2777 | Lake Carroll (815)864-2125
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Attitude is A Choice, Choose Wisely
By Donna Aleksy, Recreation Director

“A blind boy sat on the steps of a building with a hat by his feet. He held up a sign which read, “I am
blind, please help.”
There were only a few coins in the hat – spare change from folks as they hurried past.
A man was walking by. He took a few coins from his pocket and dropped them into the hat. He then took
the sign, turned it around, and wrote some words. Then he put the sign back in the boy’s hand so that
everyone who walked by would see the new words.
Soon the hat began to fill up. A lot more people were giving money to the blind boy. That afternoon, the man who had changed
the sign returned to see how things were. The boy recognized his footsteps and asked, “Were you the one who changed my sign
this morning? What did you write?” The man said, “I only wrote the truth. I said what you said but in a different way.” I wrote,
“Today is a beautiful day, but I cannot see it.” Both signs spoke the truth. But the first sign simply said the boy was blind, while
the second sign conveyed to everyone walking by how grateful they should be to see…”
When your life seems full of troubles, it seems difficult to maintain an attitude of gratitude, doesn’t it? All we see are our
problems, like a storm casting a dark shadow over our lives. What about the times when everything seems to be going smoothly?
We often take these precious moments for granted too, don’t we? Caught up in the bliss, comfort, and familiarity of it all, we can
simply forget to be thankful.
Gratitude is a way of looking at the world and all the good things in it with a feeling of appreciation, regardless of whether or not
your current situation is to your liking. We have so much to be thankful for here at Lake Carroll. Four glorious seasons of natural
beauty, wonderous wildlife, an abundance of friends and neighbors, and most importantly, a community of people who want the
best for each other and our Association.
Let us not allow the negativism and pessimism to create the world around us. What would our community look like, feel like. . .
if the only words you uttered were words of gratitude, if you stopped posting negative or derogatory comments on Facebook, if
you waved to your neighbors even if you haven’t met them yet? A hypothetical question or a possible reality? It comes down to
one thing. . . your attitude. It’s your choice, choose wisely!
We Are Lake Carroll,
Donna

Obituary for R. Dean Lower
R. Dean Lower, 89, of Lanark, IL, passed away November 22, at Saint Anthony
Medical Center in Rockford. Remembered as a "forever farmer", Dean grew corn,
soybeans and raised livestock on land that has been in the family for six generations and
more than 150 years.
The only child of Joe and Ruth (Eckerle) Lower, Dean was an honors student and
graduate of Lanark High School. He married Barbara Isenberger on February 24, 1951.
The couple had six children. Barbara died December 12, 1998. Dean married Connie on
December 23, 1999 and welcomed her three daughters and families into his clan.
Dean loved and was proud of his entire family. He was a well-known collector of antiques and insisted on
having the largest tree the house could hold at Christmas, his favorite holiday. He could often be found in his
woodworking shop creating gifts and heirlooms. Dean was fun loving, had a zest for life, and was always on the
move. He was curious and enjoyed discovering better ways to do things. He was a good friend and a "father
figure" to many outside the family.
Dean is survived by his wife, Connie, of Lanark; children Denise Myers (Tom), Rockford; Chris (Mindy),
Lanark; Mark (Cherie), Lanark; Marti Palmer (Rich), Naperville; Laura Morey (Stephen), Peoria; and Sarah
Bates (Ernie), Lanark; step daughters Meri Boyer (Jeff), Overland Park, KS; Lori (Tom), Fort Collins, CO; and
Keri Heeren (Kevin), Lanark; 27 grandchildren and 30 great grandchildren. Dean was a long time and active
member of the Lanark United Methodist Church.
Due to COVID restrictions, a private family funeral will be held at the Church on Saturday, December 5, 2020.
You may watch from home at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, December 5, on the Law-Jones FB livestream group. Burial
is to follow at the Lanark Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Lanark Volunteer Fire
Department at PO Box 41, or the Lanark United Methodist Church at 405 E Locust Street, Lanark, IL 61046.
Dean served on the Steering Committee for over 25 years. He made a significant contribution to the Lake
Carroll community in many ways. He will be missed by all.

