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Message from the President
A message from Stephen Mack, Board President

2021 opened with
cold and snow. And,
Lake Carroll has been
celebrating. This is
breathtaking! We don’t
see it every year but
2021 has provided
near perfect conditions
for ice fishing, cross-country skiing,
snowmobiling but most of all, our very own
incredibly popular Tube Tow. Your Board
of Directors took an opportunity on New
Years Day to work our Tube Tow. What a
terrific time! For those who wondered what
all the noise was, we had fun telling our
Lake Carroll Tubing kids if we couldn’t
hear them all the way down the hill, they
weren’t screaming loud enough. It was so
fun!
So far this year, we’ve seen more than
2,000 tubers - in just January! That’s
remarkable! Last year, January saw only
306 tubers. If you haven’t hit your Tube
Tow yet, you have only 5 more weekends
before our 2021 season is over. Weather
permitting, the last weekend is February 27
-28.
A special thanks to those of our, very
dedicated staff, who are assisting you at the
lift, at the top, at the bottom and in our
trailer. Have you asked their names?
Please do! You’ll bring a smile to Zach,
Tristian, Ira, Laci, Mia, Madalyn, Lizzy,
Terry, Jeff, Cindy, Al and Randy.
Each weekend, we hear about how much
fun they had working with our members.
Donna and her team are delighted to be
working on Saturdays and Sundays helping
you to make forever memories with your
friends and family.
If you haven’t heard, we’re moving our
Tube Tow.
Think hot chocolate,
sandwiches, drinks and … bathrooms!
We’re moving the tube tow this summer

over to the lodge area. This is a big
endeavor and we anticipate families will
have a great time in and out of our lodge in
less than 12 months.
Our association is an ever-evolving
entity. In the past few years, your board
has studied our structural model and taken
actions to improve how we do business.
We started with simple changes. We
updated our software (some of it was nearly
10 years old!), improved our hardware
(updated computers, added two monitor
systems and enhanced our remote
capabilities).
But we didn’t stop. In 2020, we took
actions to improve how we watch our
money.
We hired an outside CPA
accounting firm with audit experience. We
also assembled resources to accomplish
specific reporting goals. In the past few
weeks, we’ve been able to provide financial
reports to our Board within a deadline not
met in many years. But, we’re not done.
We’re already working to further improve
how we prepare our audits and financial
statements for our staff, departments and
future Boards and our members.
I would like to introduce one of our key
components to our recent success, Luke
Beggin of Lucas Accounting Services out
of Rockford and Freeport.
Covid:
In 2020, as Covid struck our country,
your board made a conscious effort to
scrutinize our expenses. We put a hold or
delay on many financial issues and
reallocated our staff as our state
government put restrictions on our
operations. We had already set goals in
2019 for a financial turnaround in 2020 and
were determined to see that though .
Message from President continued on page 3
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110 Cindy Lemm
Front Desk Associate
111 Donna Beyer
A&E Administrator
112 Dick Schwalbenberg
General Manager
113 Lisa Vanderheyden
Finance/HR Director
114 Mary VanRaden
Accounts Receivable
115 Sara Ashby
Marketing Manager
117 Michelle Burton
Office Mgr/Owner Liaison
118 Luke Fossett
Security Supervisor
119 Joyce Stadel
Finance Assistant
120 Claire Smunt
Front Desk Associate

DIRECT DIAL

Frequently Asked Questions
Q: When is the last day for the Tube Tow?
A: Weather permitting, the last weekend for
the Tube Tow will be February 27th and 28th.
Q: How do guest passes work for 2021?
A: Each dues paying property gets 1 free
guest pass when they pay their dues. Additional
guest passes are $5.00 each, and are good for the
entire year. Guest passes can only be used on
vehicles that are not registered to members.
Q: If I am a contractor, and a member, do I need
both a contractor decal and a member decal?
A: Yes, if your contactor vehicle, is also the
main vehicle you use , and park at places like the
marinas, then you need to have a member vehicle
decal on it.
Q: Will the Lodge Bar be open this winter
A: At this time there is no plans to open the
Lodge Lounge/Bar. The Library and fitness center
are currently open. It is also available for small
groups to start having meetings again.

Don Aleksy, Facilities Dir
…………………...815.291.2898
Donna Aleksy, Recreation Dir
…………………...815.499.5425
Sarah Heckman, Events Coordntr
…………………...815.291.9298
Dee Kuhlemeier, Clubhouse Mgr
…………………...815.821.5297
Doug Rominski, Building Insp
…………………...815.821.5296
Joe Rush, Lake Manager
…………………...815.297.5637
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Lake Carroll
2021 Board of Directors
President
Steve Mack
Steve@MackTracks.com
Phone: 847.657.6600 x106
Vice President
Steve Daugherty
sdaugherty@currenttech.net
Cell: 630.546.2303
Secretary
Dave Pacione
dpac@golakecarroll.com
630-212-9161
Board Treasurer
Cliff Mortenson
Cjmort1@aol.com
Cell: 630.768.0454
Board Director
Betty Carrubba
bettycarrubba@comcast.net
Cell: 847.903.3681
Board Director
Ryan FitzSimmons
fitzsir@icloud.com
Cell: 847.772.7883

EMERGENCY &
LAW ENFORCEMENT

Board Director
Tom Bogusevic
tombogusevic@gmail.com
Cell: 708.269.2137

Association Business Hours

Lake Carroll
2021

Carroll Co. Sheriff
…………………...815.244.2635
Emergency………………….. 911
LC Security………..815.275.6122
Monday-Friday
8:00am-12:00pm
12:30pm-4:30pm
Saturday
9:00am-1:00pm

LCA AMENITIES, FACILITIES,
& SERVICES STATUS
OPEN
Aquatic Complex - Indoor Pool
Campground
Lake
Lodge / Library / Fitness Center
Trail System-Winter Use Only
CLOSED
Campground Shower House & Hook-Ups
West Marina - All services and facilities
Clubhouse
Golf Course & Pro Shop
Tennis Courts

Standing
Committee
A&E
By-Laws
Campground
Clubhouse
Finance
Golf Course
Infrastructure
Lake & LIP
Marketing
Recreation
Safety
Steering
Wildlife

Board
Liaisons
Cliff Mortenson
Ryan FitzSimmons
Tom Bogusevic
Betty Carrubba
Cliff Mortenson
Tom Bogusevic
Dave Pacione
Ryan FitzSimmons
Dave Pacione
Betty Carrubba
Steve Daugherty
Steve Mack
Steve Daugherty
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Message from the President Continued....
I’m happy to report that our preliminary December financials
are completed and show we came through 2020 on budget and
with enough money in our bank account to pay our 2020 bills
without having to use dues from 2021 collected early to catch
up. Please give credit to your Board who kept their eyes on the
ball.
In addition, in 2020, as Covid affected all businesses in the
US, our General Manager Dick Schwalbenberg took early
actions to take advantage of a program known as the PPP
(Payroll Protection Plan). That program required we maintain
personnel which could be paid with a loan that may become
forgivable. Dick was authorized to borrow the funds and with
our bank, First State Bank of Shannon, applied for the funds to
maintain our staff throughout Lake Carroll during the height of
coronavirus from April into June. I’m very happy to report that
in just the past week, our loan for $433,000 has been forgiven
and will be applied to our balance sheet for 2020.
As many of us are aware, we are currently transitioning our
General Manager and are expecting the arrival of Calvin White
on February 22. Calvin comes to us from a larger association in
Aurora Colorado and has been vetted by both our executive
search firm and our board. He is highly experienced and very
qualified.
While we are excited to welcome Calvin, we also want to
caution all of our members to keep our expectations realistic.
Calvin has already been reading our rules and regulations
(which as we all know are extensive and can be confusing), our
by-laws and has been watching some of our Board meetings
(probably when he needs to get to sleep!).
As Calvin prepares and progresses, we anticipate he will be
learning our structure with our committees, our activities and
trying to get to know as much as he can about our members as
quickly as possible. Please – be patient. Our success depends
on Calvin’s success. We need to give him time to digest and
become acclimated with our wonderful community.
A caution note.
Emails have been coming out from our board and staff asking
members to buy gift cards, send money or to take similar
actions. The email disguises are impressive. These emails are
not real and should be deleted. We will never ask you to send
money to any individual within our organization. We are
already aware parties are using private networks to try to hide
and we’re looking into ways to locate these perpetrators. If you
are uncertain, please call our office and ask for our owner
liaison.
Real Estate.
Have you noticed, in 2020 our real estate market turned red
hot? As of mid-January, according to our monthly Lake Carroll
Real Estate Pulse, there were only 6 houses for sale. Out of
nearly 1000 homes, only 6 for sale! That compares to one year
ago when we had 25 for sale - and many more not listed waiting
for winter to end.
Covid is a great reason for the supply of our real estate to be
so tight. However, we are also seeing increasing interest in
building and adding improvements to our real estate in Lake
Carroll. The amount of funds being added to our community for
rehab and new building is at record highs for the past 10 years.
No question, Lake Carroll is a jewel. And, it is quickly being
discovered as we can see in our increasing demand. Your
Board is continuing to polish that jewel for all in our
community.
Paths and Committees.
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We recently tasked many of our committees to provide
specific, and distinct, “paths” to success. Those paths are
meant to immediately help us to define and guide development
of our clubhouse, infrastructure, campground, lake, golf course
and many other aspects of our community. We are also asking
our committees to lend members to related committees to keep
information about our future directions flowing. I encourage
our board, who act as liaisons to our committees, to speak
during our Director comments at the January Board Meeting of
what is happening.
Essentially, we are asking committees to review our business
models and consider what changes may help us to provide a
better experience to our members while maintaining and
improving our financial integrity. It’s an exciting time. If you
want to observe the action, please look at our upcoming
calendar of committee meetings and feel free to observe the
action. Or, better yet, get involved and volunteer. It’s a
gratifying experience to give back to our community.
Did you know? We have 979 homes in Lake Carroll? And
did you know we have more than 2,000 primary members (that
would be like a home or lot). And, did you know those
members represent more than 5,800 overall members! We also
have 12 new homes under construction and more than 400
permits for work to be processed.
Being a part of such a vibrant, exciting, complex and
beautiful community can be a daunting experience for your
board members. Yet, we also realize our Lake Carroll
community is made up of our dedicated staff, vast number of
committed volunteers and appreciative members who believe in
what we all aspire to be. Never forget, we are all part of a truly
Premier Lake Community. Lake Carroll.

24490 Payne Rd.
Shannon, IL 61078

3-203 Association Blvd.
Lake Carroll, IL 61046

866.493.2300
info@barnesrealtyinc.com
barnesrealtyinc.com

800.346.0671
info@fawnridgerealty.com
fawnridgerealty.com

15102-C IL Rt 73
Shannon, IL 61078

21-78 Lake Carroll Blvd.
Lake Carroll, IL 61046

815.493.8930
lakecarrolltom@aeroinc.net
mylakecarrollrealty.com

815.493.SOLD (7653)
juliewenzel@remax.net
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Illinois Native Plants: Why and How?
By Pam Richards, Lake Carroll Prairie Club

Hopefully during these tough times you (Rosenberger, 2019) and one million more species face
have been able to observe more nature.
extinction in the next decade. So not to get too gloomy of
"In the woods we return to reason and course there is something we can do. Plant even small areas of
native species, flowers, grasses, shrubs, and trees (the Oak is
faith". (Ralph Waldo Emerson)
THE most KEYSTONE plant there is being a host to 455
Since 2018 the club has tried to educate species of caterpillars (food source). It is the absence of native
the lake community on the importance of plants not the presence of non-natives that is the issue. To find
prairies, native plants, and watersheds. (Remember you can native for your zip code go to nwf.org/nativeplantfinder or
review these newsletter articles from the website or weekly prairiemoon.com. There are several NATIVE plant sales in the
email blast links).
spring around Chicago (illinoisprairie.wildones.org or
Our 'Prairie State' went from covering 61% of Illinois to now illinoisplants.org) and of course the Lake Carroll Prairie Club
only 0.01% of our land. Benefits of planting real natives are is having a second sale this year. We are always open for
reduced maintenance (survive droughts and floods), little or no questions. See our contacts on the Membership Form below.
irrigation, no pesticides or fertilizers, or weekly mowing.
Recall that one acre of a native plant prairie holds 24,000
pounds of roots, with most growing 10-15 feet underground.
That means 4/5 of each plant is beneath the soil. These roots
can breakdown and hold carbons and chemical nutrient run-off
from our yards and farms. Their density holds back soil
erosion. Most IMPORTANTLY: our ecosystem needs native
plantings.
The natives are beautiful but consider their role within our
ecosystem which includes all living things. Doug Tallamy, an
entomology (insects) professor, researcher, and author, starkly
states “we are starving wildlife when we do not have enough
natives.” He says “keep yours and grandma's favorites; but
ADD native species.” With the picky diets of plant-eating
insects; most of these bugs (roughly 90%)- eat and reproduce
on only certain native plant species- specifically THOSE
WITH WHOM THEY SHARE AN EVOLUTIONARY
HISTORY Native insects cannot recognize foreign plant
species as food, which disrupts the food chain at its source
leading to ecosystem collapse. (bringingnaturehome.net) Doug
points out that plants do not want to be eaten and have
distasteful chemicals, fuzzy leaves, fragrances, thorns, etc. But
the native wildlife have been brought up with native plants and
they have a symbiotic relationship. As he states there are
millions of examples of these specialized interactions such as
certain ants living in acorn holes, mychorrizal fungi that help
oaks and others. Many insects, bees, butterflies need specific
plants to propagate. You are all familiar with monarch
butterflies requiring milkweeds only to lay their eggs. Native
flowers, grasses, and shrubs/trees support these pollinators.
In past articles we explained how contraindicative invasive
species are. Our forests taken over by exotics leave very little
for wildlife to thrive. The garlic mustard, honeysuckles and
others are allelopathic and kill the fungi plants require. These
non-native ornamentals reduce insect biomass by 96%. Add
onto that our sprawling buildings, homes, highways, etc and no
wonder our planet has lost 2/3 of its wildlife since 1970 (World
Wildlife Fund).
So if insects including the thousands of bees, moths,
butterflies can't locate their special plants- birds, amphibians,
reptiles, mammals, (us) have a food web collapse. Birds don't
eat seeds while reproducing or feeding their young, they need
insects. We have lost three billion birds in the last 50 years
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Ice Safety Tips

By Matt Ripplinger, Member of the Safety and Security committee member
While Lake Carroll Association’s Rules & Regulations state, “Use of the frozen lake surface is not prohibited;
however, the Association does not, nor will it, encourage or sanction such use. Use of the frozen lake surface is at
the operator’s own risk,” we know some Members venture out on the lake in the winter, so here are some safety tips
in case you choose to do so.
THINGS TO CONSIDER BEFORE YOU GO OUT ON THE FROZEN LAKE:
-Ice conditions vary from lake to lake. Find a good source – a local bait shop or someone that is
knowledgeable about ice conditions on the lake you want to fish on.
-Purchase a pair of ice pics or ice claws, which are available at most sporting goods stores.
-Tell a responsible adult where you are going and what time to expect you back. Relaying your plan to
someone else can help save your life if something does happen to you on the ice.
WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT ICE:
You can’t always tell the strength of ice, simply by its look,
its thickness, its temperature or whether or not it is covered
with snow. Clear ice that has a blush tint is the strongest. Ice
formed by melted and refrozen snow appears milky, and is
very porous and weak. Ice covered by snow should always be
presumed unsafe. Snow acts like an insulating blanket and
slows the freezing process. Ice under the snow will be thinner
and weaker.
Be especially cautious in areas where air temperatures have
fluctuated. A warm spell may take several days to weaken the
ice.
VENTURING OUT ON THE ICE:
The DNR does not recommend and Lake Carroll does not
allow taking your car or truck out onto the ice at any time.
-White ice or milky looking ice is only about half as strong as clear ICE.
-If you are walking out on a frozen body of water with a group, avoid crossing ice single file and avoid
standing together in one spot. Spread out.
-Never venture out alone
-Look for any large cracks or depressions in the ice and avoid these areas.
IF YOU FALL THROUGH:
-Try to remain calm
-Don’t remove your winter clothing. Heavy clothes won’t drag you down, but instead can trap air to provide
warmth and flotation. This is especially true with a snowmobile suit.
-If you have them, jab the points of the ice pick into the ice, while vigorously kicking your feet & pull
yourself onto the surface by sliding forward on the ice. You could also use your show cleats if you have
them.
-Roll away from the area of weak ice. Rolling on the ice will distribute your weight to help avoid breaking
through.
-Call 911 and seek immediate medical attention if you feel disoriented, or have uncontrollable shivering, or
have any other ill effects that may be symptoms of hypothermia (The life-threatening drop in a body’s core
temperature)
If you’re choose to ride your snowmobile on a lake and the ice breaks or you find yourself having to cross open
water, just continue at a very fast speed. Snowmobiles have been able to cross open water successfully, if they keep
moving quickly. Do not slow down.
Let’s be safe out there & have a great February!
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Quality Bluegill Management
By Joe Rush, Lake Manager

Bluegill are a well sought-after gamefish
in Illinois. In fact, the Illinois state fish is
the bluegill. Historically, anglers have
believed that bluegill needed to be
harvested in high numbers to ensure this
species doesn’t overpopulate and ‘stunt’. However, recent research
is suggesting that this may not be the case.
First of all, we need to understand bluegill biology and
reproductive behavior. This could be a dissertation of information
if we wanted, but to keep it
simple, when big male
bluegill are present, growth
rates are faster and average
bluegill sizes in the fishery
are larger. Absence of big
males = slower growth and
smaller average size of
reproductive bluegill. The
reason this happens in
bluegill is that bluegill are
social creatures, nesting in
colonies. When big males
are not present, males will
reach
sexual
maturity
EARLIER (at a smaller
size) and therefore growth
is reduced because more
energy
is
put
into
reproduction and LESS into growth to get them to that bigger size.
Pete Jacobson, A biologist in Minnesota, observed that bluegill at
age-7 were 7” to 8” in lakes with a 10 fish harvest limit compared
to 6” to 6 ½” in 30 fish limit lakes. A one to one and a half inch
difference doesn’t sound like much, but the fish in the 10 limit
lakes were nearly double the weight as those in the 30 limit lakes.
Andrew Rypel (research biologist with the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources) was published in the North American Journal
of Fisheries Management for his research on the “Effects of a
Reduced Daily Bag Limit on Bluegill Size Structure in Wisconsin
Lakes”. This research studied the effects of reducing the aggregate
bag limit of bluegill from 25 to 10 on seven different lakes in
Wisconsin. This studied concluded that across all lakes, mean total

Illinois DNR biologist, Mike Mounce, has been working on bluegill
research on Walnut Point Lake in Central Illinois and has access to
fisheries research data all the way back to 1987. Over the years
they have implemented three different strategies for quality bluegill
management. From 1987- 1998, they had no regulations. From
1999-2006 they had a minimum length limit on bluegills. Then
from 2007 to present they have been working on a maximum length
limit regulation. This regulation allows for the harvest of up to 25
bluegill daily, but only 5 of those fish can be over 8” in length.
Any other 8” plus fish must be released back.
Since the start of the maximum daily limits, the numbers of
bluegill over 8” in the population is much higher than the other two
management options utilized at Walnut Point Lake, and they have
been able to see these higher catch rates maintained for eleven
consecutive years.
Here are some bullet points from the
information on Walnut Point Lake from Biologist Mike Mounce:
Bluegill Research Results:
-Lakes closed to fishing (angling) support higher quality bluegill
populations
-Once opened to unregulated angling, the average size of bluegill
quickly declines due to over harvest of the larger bluegill.
-Largest males get the best nest location in nesting colonies (the
center nest). Females lay the vast majority of eggs in these central
nests guarded by larger males, while the surrounding nests of
smaller males get very few or no eggs.
-Just the simple presence of large male bluegill can result in the
delay of sexual maturity of smaller male bluegill due to this
competition for prime nests and eggs. Delayed sexual maturity
results in faster growth rates for all bluegill.
-Time and energy invested in spawning slows growth
significantly in most fishes.
-Anglers want and will increase trip numbers for quality bluegill
fisheries.
-Effective management for quality bluegill angling should focus
on increasing the age of maturation and abundance of large male
bluegill.
Along with these bullet points, here are some strategies for
improving the fishery. Recent studies show that harvesting the
largest bluegill caught can actually hurt the quality of the fishery.
Releasing these big
bluegills can delay
sexual
maturity of
smaller
bluegills,
allowing them to have
better growth.
By
taking pictures of these
trophies and releasing
them, you can still
enjoy the fishery while
significantly improving the angling quality for the future.
However, angler cooperation is the KEY and these management
practices can only work when all anglers work on this common
goal. With bluegill reproductive size being closely associated with
the largest males in the colonies, it is important to have big males in
length of sampled bluegills was significantly greater in treatment
a fishery that desires to keep quality bluegill fishing.
lakes than in control lakes after the regulation was implemented.
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Security Notes

multiple complaints every season from property owners that
view snowmobile tracks on there property. The speed limit for
By Luke Fossett, Security Supervisor snowmobiles on Lake Carroll property is 30mph.
Lake Carroll Security
can be reached
24/7 at 815.275.6122

House Checks - 3090
Amenity Checks –1002
Service Calls - 142
Complaints - 6
Ambuance Calls - 4

Deliveries - 26
Assist Motorists-5
Alarms - 4
Activated Heat Lights– 5

I would like to talk today about one of my favorite past times
fishing. I am often asked by property owners, and guests,
several different questions about fishing at Lake Carroll. I
would like to address some of these questions:
Who can fish at a Lake Carroll? Only property owners with a
valid amenity card and an Illinois fishing license may fish Lake
Carroll waters.
What about my guests? Guests are only allowed to fish in
Lake Carroll when ACCOMPANIED by the property owner.
Guests are not allowed to fish when the property owner is not
present.
What about family members? The property owner may
register immediate family members with the office and obtain a
family fishing pass for those members. This allows them to fish
at Lake Carroll without the property owner being present. The
family members are not allowed to bring guests with the use of
this pass.
How many fish can I keep? There are size and creel limits for
most species at Lake Carroll. The fishing club has always done
an excellent job updating the size and creel limits. The
information is posted at many of the fishing areas at Lake
Carroll and an information card provided by the fishing club is
available from security, the office and online. (see card on this
page)
How many fish can my guest or family members keep? You
are allowed one limit, per dues paying lot, per day. For
example, if a member takes 4 guests fishing and two family
members they are allowed one total limit. Let me be clear, you
are allowed 1 limit, per dues paying lot, per day, regardless of
how many people are listed on your lot.
Where can I fish at Lake Carroll? Lake Carroll itself. The
spillway, sediment ponds and fishing club ponds are prohibited
from fishing. (Changes to this regulation are being considered
please contact security if you have any questions)
TRAIL SYSTEM
The trail system is closed for UTV’s & ATV’s until further
notice, the trails are designated snowmobiles only at this time.
UTV’s are still allowed to travel on Lake Carroll roadways.
ATTENTION SNOMOBILERS
Snowmobilers please be aware that all snowmobiles utilizing
the Lake Carroll roadways and trail system need to be registered
with the LCA and have a LCA decal. Snowmobiles are not
allowed to traverse private lots and are prohibited from the golf
course and ski hill areas. The security department receives

TUBE HILL
Please use caution when using the tube hill. Always be aware
of your surroundings. Be patient with other tubers who may not
be at your skill level, but most of all enjoy the tube hill.
WINTER ROADS
When the snow flies at Lake Carroll, please slow down while
driving. Many times, our roads will not be completely clear of
snow and ice like the highways you travel to get to Lake
Carroll. Our roads receive much less traffic than the highways,
lack of traffic causes a longer time for our roads to clear up
completely. When a significant snowstorm hits Lake Carroll,
and you do not need to travel, stay home! Give our maintenance
department time to clear the roads properly before venturing
out. Give our snowplows plenty of room while clearing snow,
many times their vision is impaired due to the snow. Let’s have
a safe winter driving season.
DOGS MUST BE LEASHED
We are still having issues with dogs that are not leashed. The
Rules and Regulations clearly state in 50.06 (H)(1), (2), and (3)
that dogs always need to be leashed when not on your property.
When a dog is on your property and leaves your property for
whatever reason and harasses or intimidates other property
owners who are trying to enjoy their property or taking a walk,
YOU are responsible for that dog.
RULES & REGULATIONS
I would like to encourage everyone to view the Lake Carroll
code of Ordinances.
A couple minutes reviewing the rules and regulations can
make every one’s experience more enjoyable at Lake Carroll,
not knowing a rule is not an excuse to violate one.
I would like to wish all the property owners and their guests a
safe and enjoyable winter season.
If you have any questions, complaints or compliments please
feel free to contact me at (815) 493-2552 ext.118 or e-mail me
at lfossett@golakecarroll.com.

CLICK HERE for printable version
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Security Department Overview for 2020

House Checks:
Total
Monthly Average
A house check takes only a minute to complete (plus
House Checks
39924 / -433
3,327
travel time) and the officer normally does not leave the
Amenity
Checks
11386
/
-837
949
squad. Each member that is signed up for a house
Service Calls
2973 / -651
248
check, has their home checked twice a day, one time
Complaints
188 / +15
16
during daylight hours and one time in the overnight
Deliveries
892 / -185
74
hours. The time of each check is recorded. We usually
check around 55 homes in the summer and around 80 in
Assist Motorist
45 / -7
4
the winter. The residence is checked for anything out of
Assist Boats / Lake
96 / +13
Summer Months
the ordinary such as an open door or window or a light
Alarms
36 / +1
3
left on. We continue to find a number of heat lights
Ambulance Calls
61 / +25
5
(during winter months) on at the homes we check.
Fire Department Calls
7/0
Amenity Checks:
Activated Heat Lights
23 / -12
Winter Months
An amenity check takes from 3-10 minutes to comCitations
124 / +48
10
plete and requires the officer to leave the vehicle. Each
Written Warnings
116 / +54
10
amenity is checked once or twice a day, the time of
Verbal Warnings
492 / +22
41
each check is recorded, besides the normal patrolling of
Vehicle Checks
12743/-2200
1,245
each amenity.
ATV’s Checked
701 / +193
Summer Months
Service Calls:
Fishing
License
Checked
318
/
-180
26
Includes, assisting members and guests, animal calls,
Creel Limits Checks
318 / -180
26
opening and closing amenities, making change for the
Lake Carroll amenities, checking in harvested deer,
Background Checks
98 / -36
8
measuring new watercraft or any other miscellaneous
Checked In Deer
121 / +2
Winter Months
calls.
Deliveries:
Involves taking deposits to the bank, or any office materials or paperwork that need to be delivered to the different amenities of
Lake Carroll.
Alarms:
Responding to residence that a burglar or fire alarm has ben activated.
Assist Motorist:
Includes unlocking vehicle doors, jump starting vehicles and helping with directions. Assisting ATV’s or UTV’s.

Nature’s Best Hope is You!
By Becky Janopoulous, Lake Carroll Prairie Club

Most of us aren’t really thinking of gardening in the dead of winter but there is one rather fun and
easy project that we can all participate in and it doesn’t even involve leaving the house. You can
participate in helping our ecosystem and feel like you are part of something bigger by simply getting
on the Map! Let me explain…
I n a book by entomologist Doug Tallamy, Bringing Nature Home; he discusses the relationship
between the plants we plant in our gardens and our native insects and pollinators. He describes how
important it is to support the insects that support the food web. For example, some birds eat mostly caterpillars. Those
caterpillars eat native plants and trees. No caterpillars, no birds and on up the food chain. Lots of us have birdfeeders
in our backyards filled with seed, but if you have a garden with even only a few native plants you have a birdfeeder
there too and you don’t even have to refill it!
We had AMAZING participation in our first plant sale in 2020 and I’m sure most of those native plants made it into
gardens in Lake Carroll. Now here is where the Map comes in! Doug Tallamy, created an interactive map where you
can list your property and be part of the “Homegrown National Park”. The map is designed with the purpose of
recording where these gardens are, the size of the garden, and to provide a fun way to participate in something bigger
than ourselves. The goal is to get 20 million acres planted in native plants collectively, one SQUARE FOOT at a time
because the national parks and conservation areas are not enough to sustain or restore our biodiversity. The LC Prairie
club listed the Lake Carroll prairies on the map already but it would be nice to see how many more acres we can add!
To participate you can go to homegrownnationalpark.org to add your square feet of natives. There is no cost and they
do not contact you. Even volunteering with the Prairie Club or any conservancy will benefit our ecosystem. If you
have questions about how to enhance your garden or property with more native plantings you can contact Jim and Pam
Richards at jrichards924@gmail.com or Becky Janopoulos at beckywolter@yahoo.com
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Advertising Opportunity on the Lake Carroll Golf Course
By Sara Ashby, Marketing Manager

In the last couple of weeks, we began our outreach to area businesses and organizations about
sponsoring a tee sign at the Lake Carroll Golf Course.
Without a doubt, 2020 was a rough year for businesses everywhere, so it is especially important that we work together locally, to continue to drive support to our community businesses in 2021. We hope
you can help!
We have several 20”x 9 ¼” spaces available on the course. Each sign can be custom designed with your design
or logo. The signs are a durable aluminum substrate and will withstand all the elements.
Lake Carroll Golf Course has an average of 20,000 rounds a year played on it. It also hosts 25 public events each
year. This number increased in the 2020 season and we foresee it continuing to grow. This is the perfect time to
take advantage of the increased traffic and advertise your business on one of the busiest courses in Carroll County.
The cost of signs are as follows:
•

1-year space rental- $400 (includes sign creation)

•

2-year space rental- $600 (includes sign creation)

To reserve your space please fill out the form. Please return completed form to Lake Carroll Association, 3-200
Association Drive, Lake Carroll, IL 61032 Attn: Sara Ashby. You can also scan/email to sashby@golakecarroll.com. The complete instructions are on the form. Invoices will be prepared and sent upon reservation of your space.
For questions contact Sara Ashby at 815-541-6702 or email at sashby@golakecarroll.com or Jason Hill at golfpro@golakecarroll.com.
Thank you everyone for your continued support. We look forward to warmer weather and hitting the course
again.

Scholarship Opportunity
Carroll County Help Center
The Carroll County Help Center is offering three $400
scholarships to graduating seniors in Carroll County interested in pursuing training at a community college or a vocational, technical, or trade school.
To be considered, a student must submit an application and
write a short essay, written in their own words, telling why
he/she needs the scholarship, where he/she wishes to attend
school and how he/she plans to use the training. Two written
recommendations will also be required with each essay/application. Recommendations may come from teachers,
clergy or townspeople who are well acquainted with the applicant’s motivation, interest, goals and character. The recipients chosen will be based upon need, innovation as portrayed
in the essay, and the two written recommendations.
Application with essay and recommendations are due by
March 5, 2021. The application with further instructions, are
available from each Carroll County High School Counselor.
Funding for this scholarship is derived from the sale of
used items through the Carroll County Thrift Shop in Savanna and other personal or memorial monetary donations to the
Carroll County Help Center.

