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Message from the President
A message from Stephen Mack, Board President

Lake Carroll – can you
believe it.
Summer is
already half over (official
season ends September
22). It’s been a beautiful
season at the Lake. If you are enjoying our
lake, July and August are great months to
experience the warmth and sunny
outdoors.
Get out and enjoy the remarkable views
and memorable times with your family at
your lake, golf course, trails, swimming
pool and so much more.
In these President remarks, I’ll be talking
about:
• Lake update including the status of our
lake valve
• Our Paths Initiatives
• Candlelight at Lake Carroll
• Tube Tow relocation
• And More!
Lake.
As of July 23, our lake was 81 degrees
with 6 feet of clarity. The water level is
nearly full at 740 feet above sea level,
which is our pool (lake is full) level. We
are grateful we were able to grout our dam
in 2014 with a goal to reduce our seepage.
In a year like this, where rainfall is
significantly lower than normal, it is likely
we would have been below pool by three
feet or more.
Blue-Green Algae.
Algae growth is a normal phenomenon in
bodies of water.
Green algae is a
foundation of the ecosystem in most lakes
such as ours.
However a different
organism, blue-green algae, carries risk to
animals and humans. Green algae and blue
-green algae are distinct organisms. They
both thrive in warm water environments.

According to our Lake Manager, Joe
Rush, our Northern Illinois region is
already experiencing blue-green algae
blooms in other bodies of water.
Fortunately at this point, we have not had
this issue in 2021 here at Lake Carroll.
Still, our lake management is continuing to
do visual inspections for potential bluegreen algae blooms. Without normal
amounts of rain filling our lake, and
without our lake running over pool, our
lake becomes stagnant. Being stagnant
helps to increase our lake temperature and
allows a better environment for algae to
grow. Check out our Lake Carroll eblast
from July 22 for a detailed description by
Joe Rush of our current plant and algae
situation.
Section 23-24 Dam
Have you noticed a dip in the road when
you travel away from the Clubhouse
towards three tubes? That’s a dam in
Section 23 and 24 that has been
deteriorating and now is scheduled to be
replaced this fall. Our intent was to
complete this replacement project after
Labor Day in September or October. We
continue to await our state permit for the
project to allow us to set an actual
schedule. Once the project is underway,
we expect Lake Carroll Blvd. to be closed
at this location for the duration of this
replacement

Wildlife Committee Seeking a
Member
If you are interested, please log on to complete
the Committee Application Form and send it
to ae@golakecarroll.com. Forms are also available at the Admin Office.

Continued on page 3
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815.493.2552 | Fax: 815.493.2883

OFFICE DIRECTORY

110 Cindy Lemm
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111 Donna Beyer
A&E Administrator
112 Calvin White
General Manager
114 Mary VanRaden
Accounts Receivable
117 Michelle Burton
Office Mgr/Owner Liaison
118 Luke Fossett
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DIRECT DIAL

Sara Ashby, Marketing Manager
………………….....815.541.6702
Doug Rominski, Building Insp
…………………...815.821.5296
Joe Rush, Lake Manager
…………………...815.297.5637

EMERGENCY &
LAW ENFORCEMENT

Carroll Co. Sheriff
…………………...815.244.2635
Emergency………………….. 911
LC Security………..815.275.6122

Association Business Hours
Monday-Friday
8:00am-4:30pm
Saturday
9:00am-1:00pm

Follow these links for access
to
Board Packet/Managers
Reports 06/24/2021
Board Video 06/24/2021

LCA AMENITIES, FACILITIES,
& SERVICES STATUS
OPEN
Aquatic Complex - Indoor Pool
Campground
Lake
Lodge / Library / Fitness Center
Trail System-ATV/UTV
Clubhouse –Bar/Lounge Area
Golf Course & Pro Shop
Tennis Courts
Campground Shower House & HookUps
West Marina - All services and facilities
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What has become clear from our Paths initiative is the need to
take care of our current community over the long term. Adding
additional amenities or significant new expenses is, at least at
Valve.
this point, secondary. These Paths are expected to help us as we
Last month, we reported we were working with a nationally review our Baseline budgets in the coming months with a goal
recognized engineering firm to investigate alternatives to repair to effectively support our community for the long term. Our
or replace our valve. As a reminder, our lake valve is used to budget dates are already set and kick off in Mid-September.
lower the lake level by about three feet below pool, which is
740’, normally in November or December. The inlet to the
valve sits about 60 feet below the water surface and pulls water
to the valve which is built into our dam. When in operation, the
valve releases water into the spillway, at the south end of the
dam.
This is done to help those who want, or need, to make lake
shore repairs. In late 2020, we found our valve was not opening
as easily as it should and recognized if we continued, it may
have been difficult to close. Our valve, which is now 49 years
old, also serves a function of lowering lake water should it be
necessary for the dam’s health. To the left is a file photo for
reference.
At this point, we are likely moving towards lifting the valve
out of its underground vault. We would then inspect and, if
possible, repair the valve. This process could happen, with
Board approval, as soon as later this year. Again, we are
looking at estimates of between $220,000 for a repair to as much
as $600,000 for a complete valve replacement. Of course, we
are hoping to find this project can be completed correctly on the
lower end of the estimates.
Paths and Committees
Several committees took part in our Paths Planning initiatives
in 2021. That process is now winding down as our budget
process is now winding up.
If you’ve attended our committee meetings this year, in
several of these meetings we took on a process to identify what
these committees felt are some of the most important Paths our By December, members will be asked to vote on our budget,
association should consider to help make our community a board election candidates and suggested changes to our by laws.
It’s always a busy time for Lake Carroll in the fall.
better place for the long term.
Did you know that in all, Lake Carroll has 12 committees?
Each of our committees following this initiative completed their
Each of these committees is made up of unpaid member
initial tasks then made presentations of their Paths (normally 4
volunteers and all committees have chairpersons, secretaries (to
distinct tracks) to our Steering Committee. Our Steering
take minutes) and a Board liaison to follow up on tasks assigned
Committee includes one representative from each of our 11
by our Board. And, by the way, the Board is also made up of
other Lake Carroll committees. Paths were discussed and
debated with objectives to clearly identify objectives and needs volunteers. The meeting schedules are in our online calendar.
Feel free to observe an upcoming committee or Board meeting.
moving forward.
The governing process at Lake Carroll is quite impressive.
Back in February, our Clubhouse Committee presented its
Candlelight At Lake Carroll – our Clubhouse Restaurant.
Paths which resulted in a complete restructuring of this
Candlelight at Lake Carroll continues to delight our members.
fundamental Lake Carroll facility to outsourcing (Candlelight)
with significant other member benefits including our Members I checked in with Candlelight and was asked to say “Thank
You” to Lake Carroll for our patience. Most know in less than
Only room.
Our Infrastructure Committee took on an intensive review of two months, Candlelight at Lake Carroll has worked through the
end of the pandemic in June, located additional staff (we’ve all
our roads and parking lots and presented multiple Paths to
heard about the country’s problems finding help), training (it
achieve success not just for the next few years, but for the long
takes time) and worked hard to bring their exceptional culture to
term.
our special place at Lake Carroll.
Our Campground Committee presented Paths including
If you’ve found how popular Candlelight is, you may have had
expansion but also taking care of issues that have developed
to call ahead for reservations. While seating capacity has been
over the years.
somewhat limited, it is now expected to expand in the next
Our Safety Committee presented its Paths including our
Emergency Management Preparedness and community outreach month. But don’t forget, our Lake Carroll members have their
own special room to use with friends and relatives. It’s a great
and education.
place to hang out if you are waiting for a table or just want to get
Steering is expecting further Path presentations from our Lake
together with friends.
Committee (Docks appear to be a significant Path issue) and
Have you tried the Candlelight Friday Fish Fry yet? All you
Recreation Committee in August. We then will be moving on
can
eat cod on the lower level including all you can eat fries and
to our budget process.
coleslaw - with a slice of live entertainment to set the mood.

President Message Cont...

Continued on page 6
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Invasives

By Jim Richards: Lake Carroll Prairie Club
“To preserve and maintain the
prairies and woodlands of Lake Carroll
to improve the quality of the
community's ecosystem"
The Invaders! This was a favorite TV
series of mine back in the late 60s.
Today it is something else entirely; it is
plants that are brought here from across
the globe. These plants were brought
here because they have no natural pests that bother them. This
is because they didn't evolve here. Therefore have no natural
enemies; nice for the gardener but bad for our ecosystem.
A prime example of this is the yellow wild parsnip (Pastinaca
sativa) that many have been talking about lately. You see it
everywhere here at the lake. It has gotten so much attention that
a special committee has been formed to address it. You will
soon begin hearing of the results of their findings and the plan
on how we are going to control this invader.
Another invader is
teasel
(Dipsacus
fullonum) shown at the
left This invasive plant
is very much like the
wild parsnip. It is a
biennial plant, spending
the first year as a rosette,
a collection of leaves.
The second year, it sends
up a stalk or stalks that
form the seed heads that rapidly spread the plant. Just how
rapid; next time you travel on I88, look to the sides of the
interstate, beginning at DeKalb all the way to Aurora.
Yet another invader is
poison hemlock at right
(Conium maculatum).
It
was introduced into the US
in 1800s as a garden plant
and marketed as a "winter
fern". It is native to Europe
and Western Asia.
As the name implies, all
parts of this plant are
poisonous. It can grow 210 feet tall and it too is a
biennial, producing seeds
the second year and dying off. The stems are hollow and the
leaves of this plant resemble ferns and emit a rank odor..
Another nuisance weed is Canadian thistle (Cirsium arvense).
You may not know this but it is on the noxious weed list in
Illinois, which means land owners are required to control it.
Farmers were fined if they didn't actively try to control its'
spread. Canadian thistle spreads either through seed, which are
much like dandelion seeds that are dispersed by wind or through
rhizomes (roots).
Much like our native plants, Canadian thistle produces a dense,

deep root system (see photo below). That is why it is so
difficult to control. You must stress the plant, either through
cutting repeatedly or herbicide, to reduce and hopefully remove
the root system. Otherwise it just regenerates over time..

All of these 'invaders' produce dense colonies that push out
our native vegetation that support and feed our native
pollinators.
Insects you say, why bother about bugs since they bother us so
much? Insects form the base of the food web, feeding fish,
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and mammals. One wasp can eat 2
pounds of other insects in a 2000 sq.ft. garden. Spiders eat 400800 billion tons of insects a year. A ladybug is a voracious meat
eater and may eat as many as a thousand aphids during its larval
development, plus several hundred more while it's an adult and
is producing its eggs.
It is estimated that only 3% of the insect population are
harmful to humans. The other 97% play a critical role in the
food web. You like to eat, then you should be conscious of the
fact that the insect population is declining along with birds that
depend on those insects for sustenance.
If you see any of these invaders, try and remove them before
they can establish or let the Association know, so the situation
can be addressed before we have a situation like we have now
with wild parsnip.

Click Here
to Print
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Golf Course Rescue Drill
On July 13th the Lanark Fire Dept. executed four drills at the Lake Carroll Golf Course. The drills ranged from
rescue missions, to recovery missions, all at different locations along the golf course. The drills were concentrated on
the roughest routes, and locations, around holes 14 and 15. One scenario was the recovery of a man that fell off a golf
cart down a 40 foot ravine and had possible neck and spine injuries. They
used a 200lb dummy to make exercise as accurate as possible to a real life
situation.
Other exercises were recovery of a body out of the woods and care of a
heart attack victim. We are very lucky to have the opportunity to work with
the Lanark Fire Department , and their new Chief Cory Barnes. Community
partnerships like these is one of the things that makes Lake Carroll Great!

Mandatory Hunter’s Meetings
Lake Carroll is preparing for the 2021/2022 Deer
Management Program archery hunting season. As in
previous years, there will be 2 MANDATORY Deer
Hunter's Meetings: Saturday, August 7th and Sunday,
August 22nd. Both meetings will be held at the UPPER LEVEL of the Lodge and will begin promptly at
9am.
Please bring your archery equipment to the meeting
you attend and be prepared to qualify. Qualifications
dates are: Saturday, August 7th and Sunday, August
22nd. An additional date for qualifications will be
scheduled,
if
needed.
Hunter's are also required to pass the Hunter's Safety
Quiz. CLICK HERE for the link to the quiz.
All hunters must attend one of these meetings to be
eligible to register to hunt in Lake Carroll. If you have
any questions regarding this program, please contact
the Wildlife Chair, Pat Thelan, at thelen8830@aol.com, 312-286-0904

Mandatory Mowing #2
August 13th– August 23rd
Round 2 of mandatory vacant lot mowing dates are
Wednesday August 26th - Saturday September 5. The
mower (self or contractor) must report the mowing to
mowing@golakecarroll.com or call 815.493.2552 ext
127 by noon on 9/8. Please provide name, section and
lot, also date mowed.
All empty lots MUST be mowed within this
timeframe even if it is mowed at other times.
If mowing is not reported and lot is not mowed, LCA
will handle mowing and charge the property owner accordingly.
If you would like to hire LCA to mow your lot you can
do so. LCA Mowing cost is $45 up to an acre and $65
over an acre.
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President Message Cont...
Chicken George is consistently a big hit. And, the fried
sampler plate is outstanding.
Say hello to the manager of Candlelight Steve St. Clair,
if you can catch him. He’s busy greeting members, helping servers and keeping an eye on the kitchen. What a
great addition partnering with Candlelight at Lake Carroll
has become for our members.
Tube Tow.
As of late July, our Tube Tow relocation is on schedule.
A little over 80% of the dirt to be moved has been completed. Next is the final shaping of the hill and excavation
of the location for the lift. After completion of our contractor’s work is movement of the lift and seeding the hill.
While this part of our project is expected to be into the
seed process by late August or early September, we are
also now ordering parts for the hill’s operation. Deceleration bags, traction mats, a longer cable (the lift is expected
to be approximately 600 feet long vs. our old location that
had a cable that was less than 300 feet in length, fencing
and more tubes.

If you are not receiving our association eblasts or
are not on our Members Only Facebook page, please
reach out to our association at 815-493-2552. They’ll
help you to get signed up for this timely information.
A heartfelt thank you to several members who have
worked over many years to make Lake Carroll a bet24490 Payne Rd.
3-203 Association Blvd.
ter place. Next month, Don and Donna Aleksy will
Shannon, IL 61078
Lake Carroll, IL 61046
be leaving our community. If you don’t know the
Aleksy’s, Don has been on our Board of Directors
866.493.2300
815-493-2829
info@barnesrealtyinc.com
and worked for our association as Director of Faciliinfo@fawnridgerealty.com
barnesrealtyinc.com
fawnridgerealty.com
ties for the past 4 years. Donna has been our Recreation Director for the past 3 years managing the recreational events for children and adults as well as manCLICK HERE to join the Lake Carroll
aging the pool, tube hill, and marina. We wish Don
and Donna well as they move into retirement and on
-Members Only Facebook Page
to their next journey.
Finally, we recognize our Lake Carroll community
is made up of our dedicated staff, vast number of
Interested in Running
committed volunteers and appreciative members who
for the LCA Board?
believe in what we all aspire to be. Never forget, at
Lake Carroll we are all part of a truly Premier Lake
There are 3 positions open on the Board this
Community.
As an aside, our special July board meeting was year. If you are interested in running, petition
moved up to July 9 to help cover an expense request information forms are now available at the
for our roads. Our next board meeting is currently LCA Office. Candidate Petitions must be
scheduled for Thursday, August 26.
Happy Trails Lake Carroll!
Steve Mack, President, Lake Carroll Association

turned into the Admin Office by 4:30pm,
Tuesday, August 31, 2021. Ballot name order
is determined by the order in which Petitions
are time stamped.
Please refer to your By-Laws booklet to see
what being a “Board Member” entails.
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Security Notes

By Luke Fossett, Security Supervisor
Lake Carroll Security
can be reached
24/7 at 815.275.6122
West Marina fishing clarification:
There is no fishing from the west or east marinas boat launch
ramp. There is not enough space available for fisherman and
people trying to launch and remove their boats. Fishing from
the gas dock is allowed to the east of the actual gas docks, from
the ramp to the area around the pumps is off limits but
anywhere to the east (or farther out on the dock is allowed).
Please do not argue with the security officers that are just trying
to inform you of the regulations, they are not trying to ruin your
weekend there is an entire marina to fish. If fishing at the
marinas you not allowed to stand in or on or enter a boat that
does not belong to you this is trespassing
Docking lights:
Are only to be used after sunset to moor your boat to a dock or
when leaving your dock. They are not to be used like headlights
on a car, these lights blind other boat operators making for a
dangerous situation.
Boat Slips:
The A,B,C,D boat slips at the west marina just to the east of
the gas docks, are being marked reservations only, are no longer
temporary slips, you may not park in the slips unless you have
rented the slip from the LCA. Please double check and verify
you are in the correct slip that has been assigned to you. It is
frustrating for security when security spends a significant
amount of time trying to get boats to their proper slips.
53.05 WATERCRAFT, (C) REGULATIONS (22) Operation
of
wake
surf
boats
should
be
as
follows:
1. If your wake is to your port (left) side, you shall drive closer
to the shoreline buoys to allow your wake to disperse to the
middle
of
the
lake.
2. If your wake is to your starboard (right) side, you shall drive
closer to the middle of the lake to allow your wake to disperse
before
hitting
the
shoreline.
The security department received several near miss complaints
of wake boats swamping other watercraft and not following the
regulation above, please follow safe boating practices.
Attention Dog Owners:
The security department has been receiving complaints about
unleashed dogs. There have been incidents in the past with
unrestrained animals. Your pet must always be leashed when
your dog is not on your property, please be respectful to your
neighbors and other pet owners. Please comply with Lake
Carroll rules and regulations:
§ 50.06 NUISANCES. (H) Animal Nuisances: No person shall
allow their pet to roam free of that person’s own property.
(1) Animals taken from a private lot to other areas of Lake
Carroll will be properly tethered with a leash.
(2) It shall be the owner’s responsibility to see that animals do
not make undue noise or disturb the peace of others. Lake
Carroll Association, IL Code of Ordinances Page 6 of 66 2021
Lake Carroll Rules & Regulations
(3) Excretion of these pets shall be picked up and removed by
the owner and disposed of appropriately.
(4) Lake Carroll Security and/or State or County law
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enforcement are authorized to have an animal removed from
Lake Carroll property if it is deemed dangerous, vicious, or
potentially dangerous when the animal cannot safely and
humanly be quarantined or contained by its owner, or to ensure
the safety and protection of any person, property, or companion
animal.
Boaters:
Boaters, please have all guest aware and understand the concept
of No Wake Buoys and proper direction of travel on the lake
also any person operating a watercraft must have a passed the
Lake Carroll Safety quiz and carry the accompanying
certificate. The security department will be monitoring for these
violations.
Hunting:
All hunters must complete the Mandatory Hunters Meeting,
Quiz and Qualify. See page 5 for more information.
The deer harvesting program will begin October 1 st. Deer
stand placement will start on September 11th. Please be aware
folks will be out in the woods and you may see more vehicles
parked alongside of the roads. When you are utilizing the trail
system, please be courteous to the hunters while they are in the
woods. The harassment of any hunter is a violation of state law
and will be enforced at Lake Carroll.
This brings me to another topic. I know the deer are enjoyable
to look at, but it is illegal in the state of Illinois to use bait to
attract deer.
** It is unlawful to make available food, salt,
mineral blocks or other products for
ingestion by wild deer or other wildlife in areas where
wild deer are present.
Page 11, of the Illinois hunting rules and regulations.
You will be prosecuted by the State of Illinois if you are
found to be baiting deer at Lake Carroll.
Age limitations for roadway usage Golf Carts, UTV’s,
ATV’s the minimum age to drive on Lake Carroll roadways
solo is 16.
Overnight parking of boats on greenway docks is
prohibited.
Reminder there is no fishing or swimming in the spillway
area.
RULES & REGULATIONS
I would like to encourage everyone to view the Lake Carroll
code of Ordinances.
A couple minutes reviewing the rules and regulations can
make every one’s experience more enjoyable at Lake Carroll,
not knowing a rule is not an excuse to violate one.
I would like to wish all the property owners and their guests a
safe and enjoyable summer season and DON’T FORGET TO
YEILD TO YELLOW!!
If you have any questions, complaints or compliments please
feel free to contact me at (815) 493-2552 ext.118 or e-mail me
at lfossett@golakecarroll.com.
If the security department can be of any assistance to you, we
may be contacted 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at (815) 4932599 / (815) 275-6122.
.

August 2021

Lake Carroll News

Page 8

Our Terrestrial Invaders....
By Joe Rush, Lake Manager

We write often about the nasty things that
can invade the lake, but this article is more
about the terrestrial invaders we see. Many of our members are
aware of the wild parsnip, since it has bright yellow colors that
are so visible. Along with this, many members are fearful of the
plant, which brings more attention. But we also have giant hogweed, poison hemlock, teasel, Canada thistle, Japanese honeysuckle, multiflora rose and buck thorn. Even phragmites has
now been introduced to our community.
The Association management team is currently finalizing a
long-range plan for management of all of these invaders, with a
multi-tiered management approach. One more benefit to the
management plan is that it partners with our long-range watershed management and lake water quality planning.
A special thanks to the Lake Carroll Prairie Club for their help
and efforts mapping the community, and outlining the densities
of wild parsnip present. The club spent a total of 35 hours helping us to map the community. Along with the mapping effort,
they are constantly hand pulling, killing, and removing wild parsnip throughout many natural areas of Lake Carroll. Some would
think they are crazy to be working around wild parsnip, but in
actuality you don’t need to be afraid if you take proper protective
measures.
The following is an excerpt from the Illinois Natural History
Survey on wild parsnip. This will help you be more informed
about the wild parsnip and help you understand how to be around
the plant without fear, as well as what you can do to help manage
this plant.
Description
The thick taproot of the wild parsnip is long, conic, and fleshy.
Branching from the fleshy root is the light green, hollow, deeplygrooved stem that stands erect at 2-5 feet (0.6-1.5 meters) tall.
Leaves are alternate, pinnately compound, and branched with
saw-toothed edges. Each leaf has 5-15 ovate to oblong leaflets
with variably toothed edges and deep lobes. The petiolate lower
leaves are often 1.5 inches (3.8 cm) long, while upper leaves are
sessile and much reduced. The small, 5-petaled, yellow flowers
are arranged in 2-6 inch (5-15 cm) broad umbels at the top of
slender stems and branches. Each compound flat umbel has 1525 primary rays that contain yellow blossoms during the JuneSeptember flowering season. The blossoms give rise to a fruit
termed a schizocarp that is broadly oval and 0.25 inch (6 mm)
long. The abundant 0.25 inch (6 mm) mericarps (segments of the
fruit) of this parsnip are flat, round, smooth, straw-colored, and
have low ribs across them.
Similar
Species
Wild parsnip is distinguished from other species in the parsley
family by its yellow flowers and its pinnately compound leaves
that are divided once into more than five leaflets. Wild parsnip
should be accurately identified before attempting any control
measures. If identification of wild parsnip is in doubt, the plant's
identity should be confirmed by a knowledgeable individual and/
or by consulting appropriate books.
Distribution
This member of the parsnip or umbel family has escaped from
cultivation and is common throughout the northern United States
and Canada, from British Columbia to California and Vermont,
and south to Florida. In Illinois, wild parsnip has become a serious problem in some mesic prairies, and it has been recorded
from every county.

Habitat
Although this Eurasian native thrives when growing in rich,
alkaline, moist soils, it can survive under almost any condi-tions.
Wild parsnip commonly can be found along roadsides, in pastures, and in fields.
Life
History
Wild parsnip is a perennial that exists as a basal rosette for at
least one year and then flowers and dies. Like its relative the carrot, wild parsnip produces a rosette of large, grooved, upright
leaves and stores reserves in a large, fleshy taproot during the
first year. A hollow flowering stem whose leaves are much
smaller is sent up from the center of the rosette in a subse-quent
growth season. Wild parsnip often flowers and sets seed during
its second year, although it may not flower until subsequent
years.
The edible roots of wild parsnip were consumed in ancient
Greece and Rome and cultivars are still grown for food today.
The root develops its sweet taste after being exposed to cold.
Some people are sensitive to the touch of the leaves and soon
develop a rash if their skin contacts the leaves or plant sap in the
presence of sunlight. A very painful rash can develop that in
some people leaves scars that can persisit for several months or
longer. Wild parsnip is most irritating at the time of flowering.
Effects
Upon
Natural
Areas
Well-established prairies are not likely to be invaded by parsnip, but it can become quite abundant on prairie edges and in
disturbed patches within otherwise high-quality prairies. Once
established at the edges, parsnip can spread into adjacent highquality areas.
CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS
Warning-- Care should be taken to avoid skin contact with the
toxic sap of the plant tissues by wearing gloves, sleeves, and long
pants.
Although eradication of this exotic is desirable from a human
safety as well as ecological standpoint, in some situations the
best control measure is to do nothing. In high-quality prairies,
aggressive growth by other species sometimes can outcompete
and
eventually
displace
the
parsnip.
Mechanical
The best control is achieved mainly through hand-pulling.
Plants should be pulled and removed so that seeds do not develop
and plants do not resprout. Wild parsnip is easiest to pull right
after a good rain or during a drought when the root shrinks. Another effective practice involves cutting the plant below the root
crown before seed set during spring of the second year. The best
time is as soon as blooms show, but have not matured. Since the
plants do not all flower at once, the area should be rechecked
several weeks after the first cutting and the following 2-3 years
for newly flowering plants. After a spring burn, wild parsnip
rosettes are among the first plants to emerge and may be detected
easily and dug out to control its abundance along prairie edges.
Seeds do not remain viable if dormant in the ground more than 4
years, so the species can be controlled if there is no outside seed
source. Although the practices of hand-pulling, cutting, and digging have been successful in small areas with scattered plants,
these practices can become difficult and time-consuming if
patches containing hundreds of plants have been allowed to
spread
unchecked.
Continued on page 12
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Fish Tales
By Mitch Feucht

It was great to be back at the Lodge for our monthly
potluck and club meeting on July 14. As I recall, our last
potluck at the Lodge was in February, 2020 – prior to the
onset of COVID19. With the threat of some bad weather
in the forecast, it was nice to be inside. Several of us got
caught in that big rainstorm following our June meeting at
the East Marina.
This potluck was well attended with a total of 82 Fishing Club members and guests. The chicken from Brothers Restaurant was very tasty and of course all the side
dishes and desserts were delicious. It’s hard to avoid eating too much, but then again, it’s only once a month.
After dinner, Jim Yenney called to order the club meeting at 7:00 p.m. We recited the Pledge of Allegiance and
then Jim welcomed all. There were several new Fishing
Club members in attendance, as follows: Rich & Dorothy
Schrems, Dave & Sally Hovinen, Neil Danaher and Ernie,
Melissa & Logan Torres. There were also several guests
who came with Fishing Club members this month.
Ken Sandy gave a brief Treasurer’s report, stating that
the ending balance as of June 30, 2021 was $8,693.33.
Motion to approve was made by Bill Klostermann, seconded by Mike Siciliano, and approved by the membership.
Jim summarized recent Fishing Club activities. The
hatchery operations are concluded, so we’ll just need to
wait until Fawn Pond is drained in October to see if our
efforts were successful. The spillway basin fish rescue
was literally a wash out. This event was planned for June
10, but unfortunately, the big rain on the prior evening
caused the lake level to rise to the point that water was
running down the spillway. We couldn’t pump water out
of the basin fast enough to overcome the inflow of water.
We’ll try again when LCA has to drain the basin for the
bi-annual inspection. The Kid’s Fishing Derby was a
great success, with 73 participants and 53 fish caught.
Jim thanked Doc Hightower and Joe Esposito for a great
job organizing this event. And, thanks also to our sponsors and volunteers.
Upcoming events include the Fishing Club Golf Outing
on Saturday, August 28. Mitch Feucht gave details for
the golf outing. Cost is $30 per person, plus green fees, if
applicable. Shotgun start will be 1:00 p.m., followed by
cash bar at 5:30 p.m. and dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Jim also informed us about other Lake Carroll club or
organization activities, including Taste of the Lake on
August 14, mandatory hunter meetings on August 7 & 22,
and Ladies Golf Invitational on August 18.
We’re still planning to have a raffle to cover the money
advanced by the club last year to complete the ADA accessible fishing pier. Details will be forthcoming.

One other project in the works is a mapping of lake
structure. This will take some time, but we hope to be
able to accurately identify what type of structure exists
and where it is located. We will log in the GPS coordinates and then plan to update the fishing map that can be
purchased at the LCA office.
And lastly, Jim invited all to participate in the club activities as you are able. Give us your ideas, attend our board
meetings, or just get involved to help with the activities.
Meeting was adjourned following a motion by Suzanne
Heflin and a second by Ken Sandy.
Following the meeting, we had the drawing for our raffle. There were three winning couples, each of whom
received $40: Tony & Karen Proscia, Ernie & Melissa
Torres and Carol & Kim Magosein.

CLICK HERE
for Fishing Club Membership Form
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Message from the Golf Pro
I can’t believe July has already passed, what a great month for golf. We had a lot going on last month,
many events and outings took place and participation was great for all events. We had the LCA Big Cup
and generated over $700 for tree replacements on the course. Thank you all for participating and donating. We also had the Senior club championship. Congratulations to the following winners and runners
up. All will get invited to the year end awards banquet to receive their awards:

Ladies Flight
Champion – Marv Feucht

Net 66

nd

Net 66

rd

Net 72

2 – Maureen Blondell
3 – Sandy Sorensen
Championship Men
Champion – Doug Wagner

79

nd

80

rd

81

2 – Larry Buettner
3 – Rick Curia
A – Flight Men
Champion – Rich Pehlke

82

nd

83

rd

84

2 – Mike Lindsey
3 – Tom Frieske
B – Flight Men
Champion – Ron Hennings

83

nd

85

rd

87

2 – Marty Chinderle
3 – Dave Hovinen
C-Flight Men
Champion – Brian Peterson

87

nd

90

rd

90

2 – Dave Moutrey
3 – Mitch Feucht

We also concluded our Junior Golf Camp program for the year. Mike and his helpers did an excellent job, once again. There
was 9 weeks of camps and over 110 students that enjoyed some great instruction, fun times and a great shirt provided by this years
junior golf sponsors. A sponsor board has been set out in front of the pro shop, without these generous sponsors, the shirts would
not have been able to happen. From all of the staff and participants, Thank you
sponsors.
We still have great events coming for both August and September. Upcoming
August and September events include the following:
Eastland Invite – Aug 14
Ladies Invite – Aug 18
Club Championship – Aug 21 & 22
Fishing Club Outing – Aug 28
Mr & Mrs Club Championship – Aug 29
Moonlite Golf – Sept 4
Labor Day Scramble – Sept 6
Remember to call ahead for your tee times and availability.
Jason Hill
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Safety First– Boat Safety
By Matt Ripplinger, a Member of the Safety Committee
NO WAKE ZONE

your boat or your jet ski, please make sure they understand all
our rules. There are three main violations that repeat: 1. Speed
limit on the lake is 40mpg from sunrise to sunset. 2. Direction
of travel on the lake is counterclockwise. 3. Please make them
aware of our no wake areas and the rules regarding these areas.

This means your boat should be put in gear and at an idle
speed. Extremely slow. No waves should be breaking behind
your boat. Please obey our no wake zones, which are from the
orange buoys to the shore and includes the fingers, the three
tubes bay, south bay, east and west marina areas, and swimmers JET SKI TOWING
bay.
Our rules state that a towing vessel must have a capacity of at
When you're pulling a tube, you cannot pull someone into or least three persons; therefore, a jet ski must be designed to carry
out of the West Marina. If you pull an empty tube into the West three people. This allows for a driver, spotter (sitting backMarina, be sure to pull it tightly up behind your boat. Allowing wards), and one person on the tube. The spotter must also conyour tube to be at your tow rope length can cause problems for trol the two mandatory towing and skier down flags.
other watercraft, both moored and underway.
LAKE AT NO WAKE FROM SUNSET TO SUNRISE
When pulling in or out of an area like Swimmers Bay, watch
for anchor lines that your propeller might catch as well as people playing, floating, or swimming in the water. This area can
become extremely congested and can be very dangerous to navigate through. Keep your eyes open. If you can operate your boat
standing up, do that if it improves your visibility. Ask the others
on your watercraft to remain seated and to help keep a sharp
lookout for anyone in the water.
TOWING AND SKIER DOWN FLAGS
Illinois State Law mandates that an orange flag be visible at
all times if you are towing someone behind your watercraft and
mounted to the highest point of the watercraft. The flags sold in
the office have a suction cup on them so it can be mounted easily to your windshield.
Different and separate from the towing flag, a Skier Down
Flag must be raised when the person(s) your towing fall into the
water. This calls attention to other watercraft to watch for someone in the water.
DO NOT KEEP YOUR TOWING FLAG UP / FIXED TO
YOUR WINDSHIELD WHEN YOU ARE NOT TOWING
ANYONE! You defeat the purpose if you leave your flag up all
the time. It will confuse approaching watercraft, as they will be
looking for someone being towed. Please use the towing and
skier down flags appropriately. It is for everyone’s safety!
FIRE EXTINGQUISHERS
Be sure and check the fire extinguisher on your boat and make
sure it's charged and in working order, in case your boat catches
on fire. One couple last year had that unfortunate experience of
having their boat catch on fire and having to abandon ship.
LIFE JACKETS
Do you have lifejackets up toward the front of your boat you
could quickly put on if you must jump into the water? Life jackets do very little good under the seats. Have them accessible out
of their usual storage. You can use them as seat cushions or just
have them stacked together…just have them ready to be able to
be put on if necessary. And remember, persons under the age of
13 in a watercraft that is underway must wear an approved PFD.
(Rule 53.05 (C)(19)
GUEST VIOLATIONS ON THE LAKE
90% of our violators on the lake are our guests. That tells us
that members are not explaining to their guests our Rules and
Regulations while on the water. Whether your guest is driving

Did you know that our lake goes to NO WAKE at sunset?
(Rules & Regs 53.05 (C)(6)) If the sun is down behind the horizon, it has set. That means no full-throttle operation! This is the
same time you must turn on your navigation lights. Same for
you early risers for fishing or trying to be the first on the lake
for that smooth surface skiing. Make sure the sun has risen before speeding off.
DO NOT DRIVE WITH YOUR DOCKING LIGHTS ON
You may think driving with your docking lights improves the
visibility in front of you; however, it blinds oncoming watercraft and could result in causing a collision. Your DOCKING
LIGHTS are just that…use them when approaching your dock.
They are NOT HEADLIGHTS!
Let's all have fun on the water and be very careful out there!
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Our Terrestrial Invaders Cont....
By Joe Rush, Lake Manager

Mowing or cutting the base of the stem with a scythe can be
effective if it takes place after flowering the second year when
the plant is mature and blooming, but before seed set. Parsnip
must be re-mowed or recut often and checked later for small
bloom shoots near the ground. Poorly timed mowing, as is likely along roadsides, may increase both number of seedlings and
percentage surviving to maturity. Mowing probably favors
parsnip maturation by allowing more sunlight to reach immature parsnip plants, which are too low to be damaged by the
mower. Mowing also reduces the density, height, and flowering
of other species that are potentially good competitors against
parsnip, such as common goldenrod.
Chemical
If mechanical methods have failed to control wild parsnip or
are not feasible, a 2% spot application of the herbicide Roundup (glyphosate) to basal rosettes is a recommended treatment.
Roundup should be applied to individual plants with a hand
sprayer in late fall after most native vegetation is dormant. Late
fall application minimizes the potential harm to nontarget species. It may be necessary to treat the same area again annually
until missed plants and plants originating from the seed bank
are eliminated. Roundup is a nonselective herbicide (kills all
vegetation) and should not be used in high-quality natural communities during the growing season because of the possibility
of
harming
nontarget
plants.
The herbicide 2,4-D (available under a variety of trade
names) mixed according to label directions and applied to individual parsnip basal rosettes between March-May or AugustOctober is effective. This herbicide should only be used on
buffer or severely disturbed sites, and not in high-quality natural communities if it is applied during the growing season. Repeated early spring applications of this chemical before the
flower stalk begins to elongate will reduce infestation of wild
parsnip.
Care should be used to avoid contacting nontarget plants
when applying either herbicide. Do not spray so heavily that
herbicide drips off the target species. Native nontarget species
will be important in recolonizing the site once the parsnip dies.
The herbicide should be applied while backing away from the
treated area to avoid contact with wet herbicide. By law, herbicides only may be applied according to label instructions and
by licensed herbicide applicators or operators when working on
public properties.
FAILED OR INEFFECTIVE PRACTICES
Burning does not successfully control parsnip be-cause it
removes litter and taller plants, providing favor-able conditions for parsnip rosettes to develop. However, periodic burning maintains the vigor of native plants, allowing them to compete
with
parsnip.
The parsnip webworm damages some individual plants severely, but is not known to eradicate whole patches and is not
likely to be useful as a biocontrol agent.
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2021 Fishing

Tournament

Schedule

Saturday, August 21

6am-Noon

Saturday, Sept 11

7am-1pm

Saturday, October 2

7am-1pm

Classical Invitational

Saturday, October 3

7am-1pm

Classical Invitational

2021 Bass Fishing
Tournament Rules Click Here

Lake Carroll Beach

By Joe Rush, Lake Manager
We hope that our members have taken the opportunity to get
down to the West Marina and enjoy our updated sand at the
beach! If you haven’t been there yet, come on down this
weekend (Saturday) for the festivities and enjoy the beach and
some live music!
We’ve had a couple comments about the beach and the rocks
that are in the water along the edge of the beach, as well as the
fabric under the sand. The maintenance staff put considerable
effort into removing the existing rock in the water that included using the bucket on the mini excavator and even walking
with rakes and picking up rock and removing them from the
water. Please understand that this area is naturally rocky (just
look around the rock bluffs as you enter the West Marina parking lot). There has always been, and likely will always be
some rock due to the natural structure of the area. But, we will
be utilizing mechanical equipment and manpower to collect as
much as possible when the lake is lowered during a normal
lake lowering in the fall. The lower water will allow the
equipment into the area that is normally under water, as well as
the visibility needed to see the rocks. When you dig in the
water it gets clouded up quickly and you can’t see where the
rocks are located.
Also, some members have been on the beach, doing a little
sand digging as they play and have located a black fabric barrier. This barrier was placed between the existing rock (under
the sand) to prevent the rock from migrating upwards into the
sand. This migration of rock is what caused the rock issues on
the beach previously. By placing this barrier, we can enjoy a
rock-free beach for a longer time!
BUT, if you ENJOY ROCK on THE BEACH, come on
down this Saturday and enjoy the evening beach atmosphere
and the live ROCK music!

Click the link below to visit the Illinois Natural History Prairie
Research Website.
https://www.inhs.illinois.edu/research/vmg/parsnip/

15102-C IL Rt 73
Shannon, IL 61078
815.493.8930
lakecarrolltom@aeroinc.net
mylakecarrollrealty.com

21-78 Lake Carroll
Blvd.
Lake Carroll, IL 61046
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Farewell
Donna Aleksy

As July comes to an end, I want to take a moment to share
with you one last heartfelt message.
Don & I want to take the opportunity to let you know how
much we’ve enjoyed working at Lake Carroll, in the best and
worst of times. It has been our pleasure to serve this community. We hope we have made a difference.
The many successes we’ve witnessed during our time here
are a credit to the outstanding people who have worked alongside of us. Thank you to our staff for your tireless work to
make Lake Carroll the wonderful community it is.
To the members who have extended a steadfast support to
our departments, staff, and programs, we thank you and owe
you more than words can say. Please know we will carry your
kindness in our hearts as we move into the next chapter of our
lives.
To those members who continue to find fault with Lake Carroll, PLEASE STOP! There is someone who has put a lot of
time, energy, and thought into what you are complaining about.
You can choose to do or be anything, choose to BE KIND!
To our friends and neighbors who have welcomed us into
your life, thank you – you mean the world to us! Although
miles apart, always close at heart! We will return for visits and
hope to see the faces of those who remind us of the happiness
and love we found here at Lake Carroll.
In closing, Winnie the Pooh says it best “How lucky I am to
have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.”

Catch of the Day
Max and hunter Osborne out fish dad, Matt Osborne, once again!!

LCA Lake Manager, Joe Rush, invites Members to submit photos of the LC fishing catches. It doesn’t matter if the
catch is big or small, he enjoys seeing them all. Send your “LC Catch of the Day” to jrush@golakecarroll.com. Happy
Fishing!
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Change is the Only Thing Constant
By Sara Ashby, Marketing Manager

We have definitely seen some changes at Lake Carroll in the last year. From Covid restrictions
finally being lifted, to a new General Manager, to some new employees joining the team, and saying goodbye to some others. Some changes are sad, and some are exciting, and uplifting, as we
look to the future for Lake Carroll.
They say the only thing guaranteed to stay constant is change itself. I can say with confidence
though that another thing that has been constant here at Lake Carroll is the dedication of the staff to make Lake
Carroll the best it can be and to serve it’s members to the best of our ability. I have not only watched, but felt, the
positive changes within our team here at LC and within the Community as well.
I see more smiles and more team work lately. Community members have become more involved, and I meet
more and more wonderful people everyday willing to be a part of anything the Association may need help with.
It’s empowering and uplifting. The change in moral is energizing and I want to keep that momentum going.
Change doesn’t have to be a bad thing. I know we will see a lot more of it in the months to come. New employees, new Board Members, and constant improvements to our beautiful community. I welcome it all and I am
thankful to be part of it. After all we are turning the page on 50 years, here is to 50 more, and beyond. Keep up the
good work Lake Carroll.
“The only thing constant in life is change.” ~ Francois de la Rochefoucauld

Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Where will Focus Groups be held?
A: If you are participating in the Focus Groups on
August 6th and 7th they will be held in the banquet room
at the Camdlelight
Q: When is the last day for gas at the Marina docks?
A: After Labor Day gas will be available at the West
Marina on Saturday and Sunday only through September
26th.
Q: How do I sponsor or schedule an event?
A: Contact Kari Wolfe at 815-677-5937
Q: What is the speed limit at Lake Carroll?
A: The Speed limit on Lake Carroll Road is 30 MPH .
Speed limit on the Lake is 40mph.
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A Day With Heroes
Session 3 Adventure Camp kids got to hang out with some local heroes in July. Members from the Shannon Fire
Department and the Carroll County Sheriffs Department came out to educate the group on some aspects of their job.
The kids learned all about the day to day of a First Responder, some of the equipment they use and even got to
meet Deputy Hollands furry partner Mini!
Thank you to all First Responders. Your dedication and devotion to not only your job but helping educate the future generation is appreciated.

Lt. Kyle Ruter, Shannon Fire demonstrator the Jaws of Life used for
extricating victims of vehicles.

Chief Jim Klinefelter Shannon
Fire showing group the mobile
command vehicle and it's radio
equipment capable of reaching
Florida for a radio check.

Carroll Co. Deputy Mike Holland and dog Mini
speaking to camp group. Demonstrated Mini spotting the offender then taking down the offender.

